
HABERSHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

SUBJECT: Harold Symes Airport Display Agreement 

DATE:  February 11, 2025                                                  (  X) RECOMMENDATION
(   ) POLICY DISCUSSION

BUDGET INFORMATION:  (   ) STATUS REPORT
ANNUAL-                                                                    (   ) OTHER
CAPITAL- 

PRESENTED BY: Bill Harden
COMMISSION ACTION REQUESTED ON:  February 17, 2025 

PURPOSE:   To seek approval for an agreement between the county and Julie Symes Fraser regarding an 
aviation history display placed in the Habersham County Airport. 

BACKGROUND / HISTORY:   

1-Harold Symes was a helicopter pioneer in the aviation industry and owned many pieces of 
historical memorabilia. 

2- After Mr. Symes’ passing, the collection was given to his daughter Julie Symes Fraser. She and her 
husband Don Fraser approached the Airport Commission in 2024 to ask if they could place a display 
in the airport lobby with some of the memorabilia, at their own expense.  

3- The display has now been completed. Ms. Symes is asking for an agreement that the collection be 
returned to her or her family, should the county decide they no longer want to keep the collection 
displayed in the airport.

FACTS AND ISSUES:  

1-Harold Symes was a helicopter pioneer in the aviation industry and owned many pieces of 
historical memorabilia  

2- After Mr. Symes’ passing, the collection was given to his daughter Julie Symes Fraser. She and her 
husband Don Fraser approached the Airport Commission in 2024 to ask if they could place a display 
in the airport lobby with some of the memorabilia, at their own expense.  

3- The display has now been completed. Ms. Symes is asking for an agreement that the collection be 
returned to her or her family should the county decide they no longer want to keep the collection 
displayed in the airport. 

4- The Airport Commission recommended approval of this request at their meeting on February 11, 
2025. 



OPTIONS:
1) Approve recommendation  
2) Deny recommendation  
3) Commission defined alternative 

RECOMMENDED SAMPLE MOTION:  Motion to approve the agreement between Habersham County 
and Julie Symes Fraser regarding an aviation history display placed in the Habersham County Airport. 

DEPARTMENT: 
Prepared by:  Patti McLarty 

Director: ______________________________ 

ADMINISTRATIVE 
COMMENTS:_________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________ DATE: _____________________ 
County Manager






